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A New Way of Living

Change begins when your heart turns to Christ’s grace.

Hallelujah What a Savior

Man of Sorrows! what a name
For the Son of God, who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Bearing shame and scoffing rude,
In my place condemned He stood;
Sealed my pardon with His blood.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Guilty, vile, and helpless we;
Spotless Lamb of God was He;
“Full atonement!” can it be?
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Lifted up was He to die;
“It is finished!” was His cry;
Now in Heav’n exalted high.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

When He comes, our glorious King,
All His ransomed home to bring,
Then anew His song we’ll sing:
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Philip P. Bliss, 1875

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.  Galations 5:6

1.  Live with personal integrity – redeemed and redemptive people become truly human.  


A.  Framework for self-knowledge – see things as God sees them.


B.  Learn to ask for help – growth is a community venture.

... you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many.  

2 Corinthians 1:11


C.  Express Godly emotions – God made every emotion that humans

experience – anger, sorrow, jealousy.

2.  Create a climate of grace in relationship – redemptive people give mercy because they have first received it themselves.  Imitate Jesus.


A.  Forgiveness is an attitude toward others

And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  

Mark 11:25


B.  As forgiveness – it counteracts defensiveness



1.  Honestly



2.  Request a transaction



3.  Expression of sorrow

Forgiveness is for sins while apologies are for accidents.


C.  Give in tangible ways – give what’s needed; not what’s deserved

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  Romans 12:17

D.  Endure – endurance, forbearance, long suffering, patience & perseverance are attributes God will produce in our life.  All these attributes are produced because the “heat” remains

3.  Move to pointed, clear-minded actions and words.  Redemptive people act with courage, grace and constructive truth.

3 aspects necessary to say just about anything to someone:


1.  True/truth


2.  Constructive


3.  Said by a caring person

3 Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”  Luke 17:3-4

15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ 17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. 
18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”

   
21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 27 Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. 
28 “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ 30 And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. 32 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 33 Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. 
35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”  Matthew 18:15-35
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