Changing Hearts, Changing Lives  Session 6


James 3:13 – 4:12

1 My son, if you receive my words,
      And treasure my commands within you, 
       2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, 
      And apply your heart to understanding; 
       3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, 
      And lift up your voice for understanding, 
       4 If you seek her as silver, 
      And search for her as for hidden treasures; 
       5 Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, 
      And find the knowledge of God. 
       6 For the LORD gives wisdom; 
      From His mouth come knowledge and understanding;  Proverbs 2:1-6 (Italics added for emphasis)

Proverbs 2 indicates the sources of wisdom:

1.  It is a gift from God

2.  It is the fruit of diligent searching and studying

Joy and sorrow can exist together:  count it all joy...

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

James 4

 1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?
6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 


      “ God resists the proud,
      But gives grace to the humble.”
   
7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

   
11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?  James 3:13 – 4:12

James shows us that when we face trials, we typically tend to sin in some of the ways described in earlier sessions; 

· Deceit

· Anger

· Escaping

· Depression

· Fear

The passage bounces back and forth between reacting to “heat” with wisdom (+) or with sin (-).

(+)  James 3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.  Meakness of wisdom/gentleness of wisdom = great power under control

(-)  James 3:14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  Bitter jealousy = bad zeal, lusts of the flesh, wanting the wrong things.  It reveals that we often want to exalt ourselves above God.

(-)  James 3:15-16  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.  When we react with earthly wisdom and we exalt Satan and confusion and every evil prevails.

(+)  James 3:17-18   But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  The underlined words help us know what to strive for in our life.  If we react appropriately to the “heat”, our life will be filled with these.

(-)  James 4:1-4 indicates that Christians have a lack of peace when we have our desires out of whack.  Even our prays are motivated by our sins and we don’t receive what we want.  There is no pleasure in seeking for our own pleasure!

James 4:6 A is really neither + or – in the sense that we have been using it.  It is a verse about how God intervenes in our struggle to obey Him; “He gives more grace”.

James 4:6 B – 12 tells us how to respond to the “heat”.

Water bottle experiment:  the point is not to show the different ways that the water can come out of the bottle but to show that the problem is the water in the bottle.  

What is in your water bottle; deceit, anger, depression, fear, blah, blah, blah?

3 men on crosses; 2 reactions.  This is exciting because it lets us know that we aren’t bound completely by our past.  There is much room to change and grow – “But He gives more grace”!
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