Changing Hearts Changing Lives
                                                       Session 2



The Heart is the Target

A Tree and Its Fruit is a biblical motif and truth that will assist us in understanding our heart and developing a personal ministry.

    43"No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  Luke 6:43-45 NIV

The heart is active:  _________________________________________________

The heart is God’s target.

Fruit = ___________________________________________________________

Root = ___________________________________________________________

Human beings live out of the heart.

Notes:  ___________________________________________________________

1 Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down in front of me. 2 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 3 "Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts and put wicked stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I let them inquire of me at all? 4 Therefore speak to them and tell them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: When any Israelite sets up idols in his heart and puts a wicked stumbling block before his face and then goes to a prophet, I the LORD will answer him myself in keeping with his great idolatry. 5 I will do this to recapture the hearts of the people of Israel, who have all deserted me for their idols.'  Ezekiel 14:1-5 NIV

Idol of the heart:  __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.   Romans 1:25 NIV

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

Words:  Robert Robinson, 1758 and Music:  John Wyeth 1813

Principle of inescapable influence:  _____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What’s ruling the heart sets the agenda for behavior.

John Calvin said that the heart of man is an idol factory.

1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? 2You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.    James 4:1-2 NIV

12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  Hebrews 4:12-13  NIV

The word of God is a mirror that exposes who we are.

Reminder:  If you need to purchase a session guide, please visit http://www.paultrippministries.org, click on “Store” and choose “Changing Hearts, Changing Lives –Session Guide.  On this site, it is $7.95 with no shipping charges.
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