Changing Hearts, Changing Lives

Session 10


Love

Ministry is a lifestyle.  It is making the invisible love of Christ and making it become visible to those that need ministry.

13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.  2 Corinthians 5:13-15

1.  Enter a person’s world – through a gate that they open.

Do not counsel/minister problems but  __________________________________

If you uncover/identify/touch a person’s fear, you have won the person.  More “gate” of ministry will be opened.

Listen for:


A.  Emotive words – scared, fearful, anger, discouragement, aloneness 

_________________________________________________________________


B.  Interpretive words/phrases – “Things like this always happen to me”, “I am so dumb”,  “I deserve this”, “I should have expected this”

_________________________________________________________________


C.  Self talk – “I am such a failure”

_________________________________________________________________


D.  God talk – “God cannot love me”, “God doesn’t ever hear my prayers”, “God doesn’t love me any longer”

_________________________________________________________________

Goals:


A.  Horizontal trust – between the hurting person and the person ministering.  Occurs when you touch the real issues of their life.

Hurting person                                                                    Ministering person


B.  Vertical hope – occurs when the ministering person engages the hurting person in finding hope in Christ.  The use of the Psalms is an excellent biblical choice to begin this hope.

God










Use the Psalms

Hurting Person

2.  Incarnate the Love of Christ

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.  Colossians 3:12-15

Come dressed for the job:  Put on Christ.


Christ’s clothes:  mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering, forgiveness, love .....

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  Romans 13:14

People are changed by who we are and what we do, not so much just by what we say.

People’s sins and struggles will become part of your experience as you minister.

The angry person                   will often express their anger towards you.  They will need longsuffering.

The distrustful person                  will often not trust you.  They will need longsuffering and to see forgiveness.

The depressed person                 may scoff at your hope and joy.  They will need kindness and love.

3.  Identify with the person’s suffering.

 10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.  Hebrews 2:10-11

Family - __________________________________________________________

Brother - _________________________________________________________

Jesus is a sufferer who brings grace to others that suffer

We minister to others by bringing God’s grace to fellow sufferers.  We can minister to others while we suffer.  We don’t have to wait to get everything “in order” before we begin to minister to others.

4.  Accept the person with agenda

God’s grace is a grace unto change.
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