Changing Hearts Changing Minds                                                      Session 1


· We are all in need of change.

· God has called all believers to be instruments of change in His redemptive plan.

Creation

There is a rhythm within creation narrative:

1. Let there be  _____

2. and there was  _____

3. God saw the _____ and it was good

4. and there was evening and there was morning

The rhythm changes with Genesis 1:26 when man is created:

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,  and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  NIV  Genesis 1:26

Notice that God’s design includes talking with Adam & Eve pre-fall.  Our need for personal ministry is rooted in being human, not because man fell.

Revelation receivers – we can know God’s revelation because we can know His counsel.

· hear

· think

· assimilate information

Interpreters – we live our life based on the interpretation of the facts of life.  

Worshipers – being a worshiper is our identity.  If we don’t worship God, we will worship other things in that place.

Fall

Genesis 3

The serpent’s conversation with Eve used the same facts as God with a different interpretation.

Counsel is never neutral; its wise/unwise, healthy/unhealthy, Godly, ungodly, good/bad, etc.

What we think and desire will set the course for our life.  Adam and Eve disob eyed God because they followed bad advise.

Redemption

Why do believers need to be counseled?

12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.  NIV  Hebrews 3:12 - 13

Notice the progression:

  
sinful



unbelieving




that turns away





hardened heart    - by sin’s deceitfulness

Christ on the cross broke the power of sin, but the presence of sin remains in us and around us.

There are still pockets of spiritual blindness and we need the help of one another daily.  We need community.

12/7/08
1

